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Det ai I ed Descr i pt i on 
... CF I NVENT I CN 

The present invention provides systems and methods for enabling a small 
business financial information exchange ( " SBFX" ) that can provide 
corrpr ehensi ve, systematic and accurate information to member 
i nst i t ut i ons. The SBFX. . . ent i t i es and cr eat e a val uabl e SBFX. 

In a preferred errbodi rrent , a reciprocity due to a rrerrber is dependent 
on the rrerrber 's contributed information to an SBFX repository . A 
rrerrber who contributes a det ai I ed . . . r ecei ve det ai I ed i nf or mat i on 
r egar di ng an SB ent i t y t hat becomes a subj ect of i t s i nqui r y . A rrerrber 
who cont r i but es rri ni rral i nf or mat i on r egar di ng SB ent i t i es i n i t s 
por t f ol i o can r ecei ve onl y rri ni rral i nf or mat i on r el at i ng to an SB ent i t y 
that becomes a subject of its inquiry even though rich and detailed 
i nf or mat i on r egar di ng t he subj ect of i t s i nqui ry may be st or ed. . . f r om t he 
member, and a reciprocity due t o t he rrerrber in exchange for the 
information contributed t o t he SBFX reposi t ory by t he rrerrber . In 
addi t i on, an on- goi ng st at i st i cal f i I e t r acks i nf or mat i on cont r i but ed 
by a rrerrber and is used to update the reciprocity due to the rrerrber. 

In general, a mass initial contribution of input information occurs 
when a rrerrber joins the exchange. The initial contribution of input 
i nf or mat i on ... I 0 pr ocessed in a bat ch mode, usi ng an el ect r oni c f or mat 
or cartridge. However, a rrerrber can contribute its input information 

vi a a near r eal - 1 i me corrrruni cat i on I i nk, such as t he I nt er net and a 
satellite link. In a preferred errbodi rrent , a contributing rrerrber' s 
i nput dat a file i ncl udes a r ecor d t r ai I er t hat can be used to val i dat e 
i nput dat a pr ocessi ng pr ocedur es and t o ensur e t he cont r i but i ng member ' s 
data is correctly accounted. 



1 5 After the initial load, a member contributes input information, 



pr ef er abl y. . . cur bed and prevented. To achieve a hi gh hi t rate and to 
st or e det ai I ed and t hor ough i nf or mat i on i n t he SBFX r eposi t or y, t he 
SBFX i rrpl errent s r eci pr oci t y. Si rrpl y st at ed, t he ki nd of dat a r ecei ved. . . 
can also be i rrpl errent ed to depend on, arrong other things, the volume of 
records a nrerrber contributes the SBFX repository . 

Ref er r i ng t o Fl G 2, if a nrerrber provides data relating the principals 
and guarantors, then that rrerrber is preferably allowed to access 
principal and guarantor information provided by other members. If a 
rrerrber chooses not to provide certain data elements, then a response to 
the rrerrber' s inquiry does not include those elements even though 
information may be available i n t he SBFX repository . A rrerrber who 
consistently contributes rri ni mal information cannot access full 
information available i n t he SBFX repository . 

In a preferred errbodi ment , when a rrerrber joins the SBFX, a merrber 
nurrber and a rrerrber profile is created for the rrent>er . . . 

Q ai m 

1 . A met hod for providing information exchanges between at least two 
rrerrber s, said at least two rrerrber s contributing rrerrber input 
information to an exchange repository , 

corrpr i si ng: 

r ecei vi ng an i nput dat a file f r om a cont r i but i ng nrerrber , sai d i nput 
dat a file havi ng an i nput cont ent , sai d i nput cont ent corrpr i si ng a 
pi ur al i t y of dat a el errent s; st or i ng a cont ent r el at ed to t he i nput 
content in the exchange repository ; creating a rrerrber profile for the 

rrerrber contributing t he i nput data file, sai d I 0 member profile 
specifying a reciprocity due t o t he contributing nrerrber , wherein the 
reciprocity due t o t he contributing rrerrber cor r el at es wi t h t he ...the 
busi ness ent i t y. 

2 The method of Q ai m 1, wherein the business entity identifier 
associates information relating to a guarantor of the business entity. 

3 . The method of Claiml, wherein the contributing rrerrber is associated 
wi t h a member nurrber, said rrerrber nurrber identifying information 

r el at i ng to the cont r i but i ng rrerrber . 

4 The net hod of ... corrpr i si ng: 

gener at i ng a st at i st i cal f i I e f or t he cont r i but i ng rrerrber , sai d 
statistical file containing statistical data relating t o t he input 
cont ent . 

5 The rret hod of Q ai m 4, wherein t he st at i st i cal file is used to 
deter nine the reciprocity due t o t he contributing rrerrber . 

6 The met hod of 0 ai m 4, wher ei n t he st at i st i cal f i I e i s corrpar ed wi t h 
the rrerrber profile to detennine consistency of the contributing 
rrerrber 's information contribution t o t he exchange repository . 

2 1 

. The rret hod of 0 ai m 1, corrpr i sing: 

pr epr ocessi ng t he i nput dat a f i I e t o a st andard wor ki ng i nput dat a 
file; and editing the standard working input data file. 

8 The rret hod of 0 ai m 1 , corrpr i sing: 
an address standardization process; and 
a name. . . of 0 ai m 1 , corrpr i si ng: 

keeping track of updates t o t he inf on- nation stored i n t he exchange 
r eposi t ory. 

21 The rret hod of 0 ai m 1 , corrpr i sing: 

producing a rrerrber report keeping track of . . . i nf or mat i on stored i n t he 

exchange r eposi t or y. 

23 

. The rret hod of 0 ai m 1 , corrpr i sing: 

modi f yi ng i nf or mat i on rel at i ng t o a busi ness ent i t y i n vi ew of a r esul t 
from a disclosure and dispute procedure. 



26 The rret hod of 0 ai m 25, corrpr i sing: 



associating a portion of information stored i n t he exchange repository 
wi t h a new rrerrber nurrber. 

27 A met hod for providing information exchanges between at least two 
rrerrber s, said at least two rrerrber s contributing rrerrber input 
information to an exchange repository , 

corrpr i si ng: 

r ecei vi ng an i nput dat a file f r om a cont r i but i ng rrerrber , sai d i nput 
dat a file havi ng an i nput cont ent , sai d i nput cont ent corrpr i si ng a 
plurality of data elements; storing a content related t o t he input 
content i n t he exchange repository; 5 generating a st at i st i cal file based 
on said business entity identifier associating information relating to 
a business entity and at least one individual associated with the 
busi ness ent i t y. 

28 The method of Q ai m 27, wherein the business entity identifier 
associates information relating to a guarantor of the business entity. 

29 The met hod of Q ai m 27, wher ei n t he st at i st i cal f i I e i s corrpar ed 
wi t h a rrerrber profile to deter nine consistency of the contributing 
rrerrber 's information contribution to the exchange repository . 

30 The method of Q ai m 27, corrpr i sing: 

updating a rrerrber profile associated with the contributing rrerrber 

i n vi ew of t he st at i st i cal f i I e. 
24 

. The met hod of Q ai m 27, wher ei n t he busi ness ent i t y i dent i f i er 
associates i nf on- nat i on relating to trade data of the business entity 
and at least one inquiry issued by at least one of the at least two 
rrerrber s. 

32 The rret hod of . . . 

..27, wherein the contributing rrerrber is associated wi t h a meirber nurrber, 
sai d rrerrber nurrber identifying information r el at i ng t o t he cont r i but i ng 
rrerrber . 

33 The method of Q ai m 27, corrpr i sing: 
preprocessing the i nput ... exchange repository. 

46 The rret hod of 0 ai m 27, corrpr i sing: 

keeping track of updates t o t he information stored i n t he exchange 
r eposi t or y. 

47 The rret hod of 0 ai m 27, corrpr i si ng: 

producing a . . . t he r eci pr oci t y due t o t he contributing rrerrber. 

48 The rret hod of Q ai m 27, wher ei n a rrerrber pr of i I e keeps a scor e f or 
the contributing rrerrber , said score being used to automatically 
restrict an access t o t he exchange repository by the contributing 
rrerrber 
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. The rret hod of CI ai m 27, corrpr i sing: 

deleting rrerrber input trade information contributed by a leaving 
rrerrber , 

said leaving rrerrber being one of the at least two rrerrber s who decides to 
end i t s associ at i on wi t h t he srral I busi ness f i nanci al exchange corrpr i si ng 
the exchange repository. 

50 The method of Q ai m 27, corrpr i sing: 

pur gi ng per i odi cal I y a set of i nf or mat i on st or ed i n t he exchange 
r eposi t or y. 

51 The method of Ci ai m 27, corrpr i sing: 
1 0 modi f yi ng. . . 

. . 52 The rret hod of Q ai m 27, corrpr i si ng: 
associ at i ng a port i on of i nf or mat i on st or ed i n t he exchange repository 
wi t h a 1 5 new rrerrber nurrber. 

53 A met hod for providing information exchanges between at least two 
rrerrber s, said at least two rrerrber s contributing rrerrber input 



information to an exchange repository , 

corrpr i si ng: 

receiving an inquiry transaction frora an inquiring rrerrber , said 
i nqui ry 

transaction having an inquiry content; 

retrieving a record file, said record file corrprising information 
relating to a business entity and at least one individual associated 
wi t h t he busi ness; rraski ng t he. . . 96 The syst em i n CI ai m 74, wher ei n a 
statistical file is derived from the input data file. 
1 5 

97 The syst em i n Q ai m 96, wher ei n each of t he at I east t wo rrerrber s i s 
associated wi t h a rrerrber and a rrerrber profile, said rrerrber profile 
containing information 

relating to the corresponding rrerrber ; and 

t he st at i st i cal file is corrpared with the contributing rrerrber 1 s 
rrerrber profile to deter nine consistency of the input content provided by 
the contributing rrerrber . 

98 The syst em i n Q ai m 97, wher ei n t he rrerrber pr of i I e cont ai ns a scor e 
for the corresponding rrerrber, said score being used to automatically 
restrict an access to the exchange repository by the corresponding 

rrerrber . 

99 The syst em i n Q ai m 74, wher ei n a set of i nf or mat i on st or ed i n t he 
exchange repository is purged on a periodic basis. 100. The syst em of 

CI ai m 74, wher ei n t he i nput dat a file . . . t o f aci I i t at e a ver i f i cat i on 

of a data processing process. 
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. A met hod for providing information exchanges between at least two 
rrerrber s, said at least two rrerrber s contributing rrerrber input 
information to an exchange repository , 

corrpr i si ng: 

receiving an inquiry transaction from an inquiring rrerrber , said 
i nqui ry 

transaction having an inquiry content; 

det er rri ni ng a busi ness ent i t y i dent i f i ed by t he i nqui ry cont ent does 
not exi st i n 

the exchange repository; 

associating a business entity identifier ...file for the business entity 
i n t he exchange repository; and 

transmitting a response t o t he inquiry rrerrber using a rrerrber profile, 
sai d rrerrber pr of i I e speci f yi ng a reci proci ty due to t he i nqui ry rrerrber 
correlating with the inquiring rrerrber' s input information t o t he 
exchange reposi t ory. 
33 
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Systems and rret hods facilitate information sharing among a plurality of 
member institutions. Each rrerrber is associated wi t h a merrber nurrber... 

... t he exchange r eposi t or y. However , a r esponse t o a merrber ' s i nqui r y i s 
determined by a reciprocity due to the inquiring member. If a member 
contributes corrpr ehensi ve information regarding small business entities in 
its portfolio, then the member receives corrpr ehensi ve information relating 
t o a smal I busi ness ent i t y t hat becomes a subj ect of i t s i nqui ry . If a 
rrerrber contributes rri ni rral information regarding the small business 
entities in its portfolio, the merrber receives rri ni mal information 
relating to a small business entity that becomes a subj ect of its 
inquiry , regardless of the arrount of information available i n t he 
exchange repository. Each business entity regarding which information is 
stored i n t he exchange repository is associated... 

...the corresponding small business entity. The record file includes trade 
data of the s rral I business, data relating to one or rrore principals of 
the small business entity, as well as data... 
G ai rrs: 

Wat is cl ai rred i s: <b>1</b>. A rret hod f or providing information 
exchanges between at least two rrerrber s, said at least two members 
contributing member input information... 

. . . dat a f i I e, sai d rrerrber pr of i I e speci f yi ng a r eci pr oci t y due t o t he 
contributing merrber, wherein the reciprocity due to the contributing 
rrerrber correlates with the input content and deter rri nes a response 
to an inquiry submitted by the contributing rrerrber ; and 
associ at i ng t he i nput dat a file wi t h a busi ness ent i t y i dent i f i er , sai d 
business entity identifier associating information relating to a 
corresponding business entity and at least one individual associated with 
t he busi ness ent i t y. 



